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Trends in the incidence of accidents for all industries and for the construction industry   
 
 
 
1. Trends in the number of casualties 
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Note: Data on fatal accidents is derived from the “Report on 
Fatal Accidents” by the Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare.

Note: Data on accidents involving casualties that required 8 days of 
absence or longer from the workplace up to 1972 inclusive is 
derived from the “Report on Workers’ Deaths, Injuries and 
Diseases.”  Data on accidents involving casualties that required 4 
days of absence or longer from the workplace from 1973 inclusive 
is derived from “Data on Workers’ Benefits.” 
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2. Trends in the number of fatalities 
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3. Trends in the incidence of serious accidents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction

All industries 

Note: A serious accident means an 
accident involving death, injury or 
disease that affected three or more 
workers while working on a single 

occasion. 
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4. Trends in the annual incidence of accidents per 1,000 workers 
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Note: The annual incidence of accidents 
per 1,000 workers means the number of 
casualties per 1,000 workers during a 

single year (4 days of absence or 
longer). 

*Date on the annual incidence of accidents per 1,000 
workers of 2006 will be given by the Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare about March, 2008. 
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5. Trends in the frequency of accidents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.20

15.54

8.14

15.50

7.25

14.15

6.67

14.12

5.11

12.34

4.77

8.22

4.37

5.96

4.32

7.63

3.91

8.43

3.65

6.92

3.59

6.67

3.23

4.55

2.98
2.71

3.03

2.28

2.77

2.20
2.52

2.09
2.37

2.89

2.22
2.55

2.09
1.96

2.05
2.39

1.951.761.92
2.272.131.972.07

1.36

2.00
2.40

1.88
2.25

1.89

1.25

1.75

1.11

1.72
1.32

1.80
1.44

1.82

1.10

1.791.611.77

1.04

1.78

1.61

1.85
1.77

1.95

0.97

1.90

1.55

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

19
70

19
71

19
72

19
73

19
74

19
75

19
76

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

All industries

Construction

Note: The frequency is represented by the number of workers killed or 
injured by accidents per one million working hours.  It is 
determined by dividing the number of casualties (multiplied by one 
million) in accidents that have occurred during the statistical period 
of time by the total number of working hours of all workers exposed 
to danger during the same period.  The formula is as follows: 

 
Number of casualties Frequency = Total number of working hours × 1,000,000 

 
* As data for 2006 are promptly reported, general construction work in the 

construction industry is not included in the total for the whole industry. 
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6. Trends in the severity of accidents 
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Note: The level of severity is represented by the number of lost working days per 1,000 working hours.  
It is determined by dividing the number of lost working days (multiplied by 1,000) during the 
statistical period of time by the total number of working hours of all workers exposed to danger 
in the same period.  The formula is as follows: 

 
Number of lost working days Severity = Total number of working hours × 1,000 

Lost working days   
(a) Death  7,500 days 
(b) Involving disability 
Degree of disability 1-3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Lost working days 7,500 5,500 4,000 3,000 2,200 1,500 1,000 600 400 200 100 50 

 
(c) Involving no disability 

300Lost working days = Days of absence × 365
* As data for 2006 are promptly reported, general construction work in the construction industry is not 

included in the total for the whole industry. 




